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FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS: 
Atlanta Chapter General 
Meeting:   On February 13th  
Atlanta Chapter celebrated its 
25th anniversary at the 
“Remembering the Past… 
Celebrating the Present… 
Preparing for the Future” Black 
History Month program. At each 
monthly meeting, AABE will 
honor an African-American 
pioneer in the energy and 
technology field. At the 
February meeting former 
Chapter President Gerald 
Mitchell spoke as Lewis 
Latimer, the inventor of the 
carbon filament in incandescent 
lamps.  
 

 
 

Gerald’s presentation and the 
original poem he wrote for the 
occasion are shown on Page 4. 
 
 
Al Vivian, President and CEO 
of BASIC Diversity, Inc., spoke 
of being B.L.A.C.K. (Bold, 
Laudable, Articulate, Calm, and 
Knowledgeable). Mr. Vivian 
provided such words of wisdom 
to the membership such as:  
 
• Walk in your authority 
• Think strategically 
• Don’t confuse excellent 

progress with excellence 

• Prepare for the future – the 
new movement is toward 
economic parity.  

 

 
(Eric Duncan, Al Vivian, Tiffany Ferrell) 
 
Afterwards, former Chapter 
President and Communication 
Committee Chairperson, Wayne 
Young, awarded door prizes to 
the membership that included 
the following books:  
“1001 Things You Should Know 
About African –American 
History, Blacks & Technology,” 
Sidney Poitier’s The Measure 
Of A Man, and Barack 
Obama’s An Audacity of Hope.  
 
The Atlanta Chapter was 
founded by the late James K. 
Davis, Senior Vice President of 
Employee & Corporate 
Relations for Georgia Power 
Company, on February 19, 
1982. More photos from the 
anniversary event are included 
on the last page of this 
newsletter. 
 
Energy Town Hall Meeting: 
Important facts on energy and 
financial assistance was 
presented at the “Energy and 
Black Dollars – A Town Hall 
Meeting” at Providence 
Missionary Baptist Church on 
February 17.  Pastor Dr. 

Gerald Durley opened the 
session with a promise of 
support from the Concerned 
Black Clergy of Metropolitan 
Atlanta, Inc. for our efforts in 
educating the public about 
energy costs.  
 
Former National AABE Director 
Dr. Sonja Ebron, CEO of 
blackEnergy, discussed how 
natural gas is produced and 
marketed in Atlanta. Bernard 
Cameron, Assistant to the 
Director of Consumer Affairs 
for Education at the Georgia 
Public Service Commission, 
spoke about elderly and low-
income programs to pay utility 
bills.  
 
Lynn Sims, Unit Manager of 
the Community Based Programs 
in the Division of Family and 
Children’s Services in the 
Georgia Department of Human 
Resources, offered information 
on how to qualify for the Low 
Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 
Janet Joseph, the Executive 
Director of the Heating Energy 
Assistance Team (HEAT), 
explained how HEAT, the oldest 
fuel fund program in Georgia, 
gives funding to households no 
matter what the energy source 
may be.  
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Clint Lowery, Power Quality 
Engineer for Georgia Power 
Company (GPC), presented how 
electricity is generated and 
distributed in Georgia.  Eric 
Arnold, Project Manager for 
Marketing & Sales at GPC & 
Program Committee Chair of the 



Atlanta Chapter of AABE, gave 
advice on how to make your 
home energy efficient.  
Literature and applications on 
programs were also available.  
Special invited guests included 
Dr. Cobble, VP of the 
Concerned Black Clergy and 
U.S. District 5 and Atlanta City 
Councilman Jim Maddox, 
District 11. 
 
Special thanks go to Atlanta 
Chapter President Eric 
Duncan, and the Energy 
Education Committee (Monica 
Reese, Lillie Battle and Wayne 
Young) for developing the 
program. 
 
Joint Affinity Group Meeting: 
On February 28th, AABE joined 
the GE African-American 
Forum, and Georgia Power 
Affinity Groups - the African-
American Women’s Networking 
Group, Amigos, and the Asian 
Pacific American group in a 
panel discussion about the 
challenges minorities face in 
today’s workplace.  Marsha 
Johnson, Southern Company 
SVP & Chief Diversity Officer 
served as moderator, and 
Antonio Terry of GPC and 
Dale Davis of GE Energy, 
represented AABE on the panel.  
Fairness, fitting in, getting 
noticed, moving ahead and the 
importance of relationships were 
among the topics the panelists 
discussed.   

 
ATLANTA CHAPTER NEWS: 
New Atlanta Chapter Website 
The Atlanta Chapter website is 
now operational. Please view it 
at http://aabe.org/atlanta for 
updates on programs, commit-
tees and chapter information. 

March Monthly Meeting 
The next chapter meeting - 
“Securing Your Financial 
Future” will be Thursday, March 
8th  in the AGL Resources 
auditorium from 11:30a.m. to 1 
p.m. The guest speaker is 
Dennis Hinton, financial 
analyst for 11Alive WXIA. 
 
Atlanta Chapter Certification: 
AABE is pleased to announce 
that Atlanta chapter has its own 
501(c)3 non-profit certification. 
Special thanks go to former 
Presidents Valerie Huff and 
Wayne Young, President Eric 
Duncan, Atlanta Chapter 
Officers, and our lawyer, 
Deborah Range, for this their 
follow-through on this endeavor. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE: 
The deadline for submitting 
applications for the James K. 
Davis academic scholarship has 
been extended to March 9. 
Please forward candidates/ 
applications to Scholarship 
Committee Chairperson 
Fanchester Henry at 
fyhenry@southernco.com. 
An application is attached with 
this newsletter. 
 
AABE GOLF OUTING: 
The annual James K. Davis 
Golf Tournament will be held 
May 11, 2007 at Summer Grove 
Golf Course in Newnan, GA. 
Proceeds from this tournament 
will finance our scholarship 
program for 2008. Volunteers 
are needed to help organize the 
event. Please contact our Fund-
raising Chairperson Tangela 
Martin, at 770-603-5372 or 
tfmartin@southernco.com for 
more information. 
 
MEMBER 
NEWS:   
Congratulations to 
Atlanta Chapter 
Parliamentarian Tanya Ligons 
and her husband Trez on the 
birth of their baby girl, born 
Tuesday, February 27th at 
4:29p.m., at Northside Hospital. 

Little Miss Thai Lynn, weighed 
5 lbs 11 oz and measured 19 
inches. Both mom and baby are 
doing well. 
 
GEORGIA NEWS: 
New Biomass Plants in GA 
(Excerpt from The Atlanta 
Business Chronicle: 2/9 – 2/15) 
A new wood-based ethanol plant 
will be built in Treutlen County, 
GA. Governor Sonny Perdue 
announced that Colorado – 
based Range Fuels, Inc., plans to 
build the plant to produce 1 
billion gallons of ethanol per 
year. Perdue said, “Georgia will 
be a national leader in cellulosic 
ethanol, and Range Fuel’s 
investments here will be a major 
step forward helping us address 
our state’s long-term energy 
issues.” Wood waste, sawdust, 
paper pulp and municipal 
garbage will be converted to 
ethanol through thermal 
conversion.  
 
(Excerpt from The Macon 
Telegraph: 2/21) 
Macon-based Alterra Bioenergy 
announced plans for a new bio- 
diesel refinery in Plains. It is the 
second such plant the company 
is building in Middle Georgia, 
and Alterra President Wayne 
Johnson said more may be on 
the way. Alterra also plans to 
bring more biodiesel to 
consumers by opening its own 
filling stations in Middle 
Georgia. In recent months, 
central and south Georgia have 
become hot spots for biofuel 
plants, with new refineries 
opening or planned for Dublin, 
Gordon, Soperton, Baxley and 
now Plains.  Former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter 
helped announce the Plains 
refinery, which will be able to 
turn oils made from peanuts, 
cottonseed, soybeans and 
rapeseed into a cleaner burning 
fuel that contains no petroleum. 
 
WEEC Conference: The World 
Energy Engineering Congress 
(WEEC) holds its 30th anniver-
sary conference in Atlanta from 
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August 15 – 17 at the Georgia 
World Congress Center. Entry 
costs range from $795 to $895. 
Registration info can be found at 
www.energycongress.com. 
 
Employment Opportunities 
Honeywell International is 
seeking new employees in the 
Atlanta, GA area for the 
following positions: 
 

• District General Manager 
• District Sales Manager 

(HVAC & Building 
Automation) 

• Energy Services Sales 
Leader 

• Process Engineer 
• Plant Manager 
• HVAC Controls Specialists 

 
Additional opportunities exist in 
other states and worldwide. 
Please contact WayneYoung at 
wayne.young2@honeywell.com 
for more information. 
 
NATIONAL AABE NEWS: 

30th Anniversary Conference 
The American Association of 
Blacks in Energy will host its 
30th Anniversary Conference 
with the theme“Back to the Past 
… Shaping the Future.”  Please 
join us in Washington, D.C. 
from April 10 – 13, 2007 at the 
Washington Hilton. Guest 
speakers include Charlie Cook, 
political commentator for CNBC 
and U.S. Department of 
Energy Secretary Samuel 
Bodman. Registration 
information can be found on the 
AABE website its 30TH Annual 
Conference. Our theme is “Back 
to the Past … Shaping the 
Future.” Please join us in 
Washington, DC from April 10 
– 13 at the Washington Hilton. 
Guest speakers include Charlie 
Cook, political commentator for 
CNBC and U.S. Department of 
Energy Secretary Samuel 
Bodman. Registration 
information can be found on the 
AABE website www.aabe.org 
or by phone (202) 371-9530. 
 

U.S. NEWS – 
Daylight Savings Time Change 
This year, the U.S. and Canada 
will begin Daylight Savings 
Time (DST) on Sunday, March 
11, three weeks earlier than 
usual. In addition, clocks will 
revert to standard time on 
November 4, one week later 
than in previous years. The rest 
of the world is maintaining 
traditional change-over dates for 
DST between April 1 and 
October 28. As a result, clocks 
around the world will not be 
synchronized for three weeks in 
March and one week in 
November. 
 
The DST change is a part of the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
signed into law August 8, 2005, 
to promote efficient energy 
technologies and usage. If 
sufficient energy benefits are not 
realized, the law allows 
Congress to revert back to the 
original time schedule. 
 
Atlanta Chapter Committees: 
Volunteers are needed to 
support the following AABE 
committees in 2007: 
 
BEAM – (Black Energy 
Awareness Month) Manage the 
Career Day event for metro area 
high school students. 
Communication –  
Preparation of the All ABout 
Energy newsletter & website. 
Fundraising – Development of 
our Golf Outing to finance our 
scholarships. 
Membership – Recruitment of 
new members. 
Programs – Creating quality 
monthly meetings. 
Scholarship – Selection of 
qualified high school seniors for 
the annual James K. Davis 
education awards. 
Mentoring – CHOICES: 
Monthly peer advice for 8th & 
9th graders. 
Philanthropic/Charitable – 
Donations for needy families. 
Energy Education – Enlighten 
the community about energy. 

Legislative & Regulatory – 
Lobby AABE’s agenda with 
governmental agencies.  
 
Please contact AABE Secretary 
Cherryl Harris at 
cmharris@southernco.com for 
more information. 
Member Company Websites: 
www.aabe.org
www.aglresources.com
www.blackenergy.com
www.ge.com
www.georgianaturalgas.com
www.georgiapower.com
www.heatga.org
www.honeywell.com
www.htsenterprise.com
www.opc.com
www.southernco.com
www.southstarenergy.com
 
2007 MEMBERSHIPS/DUES 
STILL ACCEPTED: 
Please remember to join AABE 
or renew your 2007 membership 
ASAP.  Dues are only $150 for 
the year.  Applications were 
emailed last month and should 
be forwarded to Atlanta Chapter 
at P.O. Box 55216, Atlanta, GA  
30308, for faster processing. 
 
GOT NEWS? 
Please send all comments, sug-
gestions, AABE information, 
announcements, member and 
energy-related news to Wayne 
Young at 
wayne.young2@honeywell.com. 
The deadline for the next 
monthly newsletter is Monday, 
March 26, 2007. 
 
“The American Associ-

ation of Blacks in 
Energy is dedicated to 
ensuring the input of 
minorities into the 

developments of energy 
policy, R&D 

technologies, and 
environmental issues.” 

 
Atlanta Chapter Address: 

AABE – Atlanta Chapter 
P.O. Box 55216 

Atlanta, GA 30308-5216 
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Atlanta Chapter 2006-2007 
Officers 
Eric Duncan, President 
Cordell Carter, Vice President 
Olivia Woods, Treasurer 
Tiffany Ferrell, Asst. Treasurer 
Cherryl M. Harris, Secretary 
Monica Reese, Asst. Secretary 
Tanya Ligons, Parliamentarian 
Jennifer Henson, Chapter 
         Coordinator 
 
SouthEast Region Coordinator 
Corlene Williams 
(@ Southern Natural Gas) 
(205) 325-355 
 

 
 

DO YOU KNOW WHO I AM? 
-presented by Gerald Mitchell 
 
I was born on September 4, 
1848 in Chelsea, MASS.  At age 
16 I lied about my age and 
joined the US Navy to serve as a 
cabin boy on the USS 
Massasoit.  At age 17 I went to 
work for a prestigious patent 
soliciting firm in Boston known 
as Crosby and Gould as an 
office boy.  While at Crosby and 
Gould I developed the trade of 
being a draftsman.  I learned to 
do drafts for new inventions 
which afforded me the 
opportunity to work with some 
of the world's greatest 
inventors.  Perhaps you have 
heard of some of them - Thomas 
Edison and Alexander Graham 
Bell.  You see I was the one who 
drew up the drafts for both the 
telephone and the light bulb.  In 
fact, I made an invention that 
refined the process for making 
the carbon filament inside the 
light bulb.  It saved both money 
and time and allowed the light 
bulb to burn much brighter and 
more efficiently.  In all I had 
seven inventions that received 
US patents including the water 
closet (toilet) for railroad cars.  I 
also wrote several books and 
even founded a church.  At age 
70 I was the only Black person 
at that time to ever be inducted 
into an elite social group known 

as Edison's Pioneers.  At age 74 
I retired from being a draftsman 
due to my failing eyesight.  I 
died December 11, 1928 in New 
York at the age of 80. 
  
In addition to all of the things I 
have already told you about me, 
I was also a poet.  I have written 
the following poem for this 
occasion… 
  

If you take a look
In most history books

Then you may see my name is 
left out

 
But if not for me

Then your life just might be
A lot different there is no doubt

 
You see, I did some things
And they did help to bring

More inventions and science on 
Earth

 
And then in the end

They were proven, my friend
To be of some great value and 

worth
 

I worked hard with pride
As I stood side by side

With Tom Edison and Alexander 
Graham Bell

 
I contributed much

And that's why it is such
A surprise you don't know me as 

well
 

You see light bulbs and phones
Weren't invented alone

Although only two men got the 
fame

 
And today you don't see

Companies named after me
Or an institute bearing my name

 
But all that's okay

Just as long as today
You all take heed to what I have 

said
 

And teach all your kids
About things that I did

That perhaps in some books 
they've not read

Well that's all for now
And I hope that somehow I have
 helped you to learn about me

And how I tried to give
From the life that I lived
All I could to help society

 
My name is Louis Howard 
Latimer, and I am a Black 

History Maker. 
 

 
 
Scenes from 2/13/07 meeting: 
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